FROM THREE DOMAINS TO TWO

The question of where exactly eukaryotes branch on the tree of life has been
debated by scientists for decades. But the discovery of the Asgard archaea—
the closest prokaryotic relatives to modern eukaryotes—has shifted most
researchers away from a three-domain tree in which eukaryotes are a distinct
lineage and toward a two-domain tree, in which eukaryotes emerged from
within the archaea as a secondary domain.
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Asgard Archaea from 2,300 deep in the
Arctic Ocean have gene sequences that
make signature eukaryotic proteins as
ubiquitin & actins
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